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March Program, 3/12/2010
Dr. Peter Modreski, USGS

Col

Our favorite public educator, Dr. Pete Modreski from t Bring your Colorado gems to the meeting to
'{D{=Z 6rfft (GStft (GKS Of dzo display! Alocked case will be provided. § 5§
| 2f 2N} R2 ®¢

oradods Gemstone Deposits

bSEG &SFHNnRa akKz2g GKSYS
What is a gemstone? What minerals in Colorado occt County DF G Sgl &8 G2 GKS DSY&
gemstones? What makes them special? Where do tt bers should start to gear up their displays of
occur? Where can we get some? gemstones of Jefferson County (or nearby)
quartz, amethyst, smoky quartz, topaz, gar-
nets, agates, carnelians, amazonite, maybe
even tourmalines!

Almost any common mineral occurs as a gemstone
hard, cuttable, refracts and reflects lighand some
38vya R2y QG S@Sy YSSG GK2

Gemstones are categorized as precious (such as dia-
mond, emerald, ruby, and sapphire) and sereécious
(topaz, aquamarine, garnet, peridot, moonstone, zirca
amethyst) based on hardness and rarity. A variety of
corundum, rubies are the most precious; they do not
occur in Colorado, nor do emeralds. However, all of tt
others in the list above, plus many more are found
throughout our gemmy state in pegmatites, lava flows
and volcanic rocks, even in metamorphic rocks.

Colorado Topaz and
Rhodochrosite

Cut by Bob Spomer

Buena Vista Gem Works

-
e

DGMG gem cutters pride themselves on cutting Colo-
NI R2Qa NINBad YAYSNIfa a
rine and topaz are expected. But crystal clear barite fr
the Book Cliffs? Rhodochrosite from the Sweet Home
Mine? Sphalerite from the Black Cloud Mine? Seemir
impossible minerals become sparking jewels under th
capable guiding hands of DGMG gem cutters.

INB S =

Where and what time is the
meeting?

The meeting starts at 7:30 pm at the Geology
Building, Berthoud Hall, Room 109, 1516 lllinois
Street, Colorado School of Mines, Golden. Park-
ing is on the north side, a lot across 16th on the

south side, on the street & on the south side. En-
ter the south side door on ground level. Photo is of
the east entrance along lllinois Street.

Come to the meeting by 5:30. Meet at the park-
ing lot on the south side of Berthoud Hall.
Dondét be | ate because

6:00! Walk two buildings north along lllinois
Street to the Lakes Library to see the gold in
the vault and the Lakes paintings. If time al-
lows, we will walk on down to the CSM Geol-
ogy museum for a private back room tour.
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The Show Chairman SEZ - OUR GREAT SHOW! By Roger Bennett

A much relieved show chairman saw the club turn out in force to pitch together and put on a GREAT SHOW!!! All of us received
YIye O02YLIX AYSyida 2y K2¢ 3INBIG (KS &aK2g ol ao aSY0oSNRE | NN
makes a show a GREAT SHOW!!! Our attendance this year was 1885 which is about 742 less that last year.

Some highlights of the GREAT SHOW were a smydle-old boy who heard his name called as a winner of the Peoples Choice
RN} gAy3 YR NrYy Fff | ONRPaa GKS NR2Y akKz2dziAy3d aL g2yassh 62
SEOAGSR G2 LAOL | o06SldziATdzZ LERNAGS YAYSNIt &LISOAYSYyod e ¢KS
fantastic!! In spite of the lower turnout all our dealers were very happy with their sales and definitely want to returntryear.

Thank you to all the members who put in the interesting and varied cases. Many people who attended the show made positive
O2YYSyida lo02dzi GKS AyiSNBaday3ad RAaLI @& ¢KSy (GKS& Lizi GKSA
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tinued to bag all the minerals with labels in individual bags for many years. Dick is totally out of material and has gdthoho

now. Any field collecting you do this year (or cleaning of your garage or basement) take an extra bucket and load itup wit
YFEGSNRAIFE F2NI5A01® ,2dz Oy ONRyYy3 AG G2 G(4KS YSSGAy3aazr GKS /

Donations in the box at the entrance totaled $391. These donations and the grab bag monies will go toward our annual scholar-
ship to a student at the Colorado School of Mines. Marty Zinn also made a very generous donation which allowed us to not
have to increase the dealer fees this year.

A special thanks to Beth Simmons for organizing the demonstrators and special display cases. In addition Joe Payne, Bm Denni
Gideon Breithaupt, Tyler Rockley, Linda Burns, Paul Blankenheim and Stan Martens all gave many extra hours of critical help.
And of course my wife Janie Bennett, who was with me every step of the way. We each spent 43 hours from Thursday through
Sunday evening at the GREAT SHOW.

Thanks again for a GREAT SHOW! Please give Joe Payne, our 2011 Show Chairman, any suggestions you may have to make th
show more successful next year.

Whi ch di splay won the Peo

They were all GREAT! Winner will be announced the March meeting.



