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Our favorite public educator, Dr. Pete Modreski from the 
¦{D{Σ ǿƛƭƭ ǘŜƭƭ ǘƘŜ Ŏƭǳō ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ άDŜƳǎǘƻƴŜ 5ŜǇƻǎƛǘǎ ƻŦ 
/ƻƭƻǊŀŘƻΦέ  

What is a gemstone? What minerals in Colorado occur as 
gemstones? What makes  them special?  Where do they 
occur? Where can we get some?  

Almost any common mineral occurs as a gemstoneτ
hard,  cuttable, refracts and reflects lightτand some 
ƎŜƳǎ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŜǾŜƴ ƳŜŜǘ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜƳŜƴǘǎΗ  

Gemstones are categorized as precious (such as dia-
mond, emerald, ruby, and sapphire) and semi-precious 
(topaz, aquamarine, garnet, peridot, moonstone, zircon, 
amethyst) based on hardness and rarity. A variety of 
corundum,  rubies are the most precious; they do not 
occur in Colorado, nor do emeralds. However, all of the 
others in the list above, plus many more are found 
throughout our gemmy state in pegmatites, lava flows 
and volcanic rocks, even in metamorphic rocks.  

DGMG gem cutters pride themselves on cutting Colo-
ǊŀŘƻΩǎ ǊŀǊŜǎǘ ƳƛƴŜǊŀƭǎ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŦǳƭƭȅΦ hŦ ŎƻǳǊǎŜΣ ŀǉǳŀƳŀπ
rine and topaz are expected. But crystal clear barite from 
the Book Cliffs? Rhodochrosite from the Sweet Home 
Mine? Sphalerite from the Black Cloud Mine?  Seemingly 
impossible minerals become sparking jewels under the 
capable guiding hands of DGMG gem cutters. 

Bring your Colorado gems to the meeting to 
display! A locked case will be provided.  

bŜȄǘ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ǎƘƻǿ ǘƘŜƳŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ άWŜŦŦŜǊǎƻƴ 
CountyτDŀǘŜǿŀȅ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ DŜƳǎΦέ {ƻ ƳŜƳπ
bers should start to gear up their displays of 
gemstones of Jefferson County (or nearby)τ
quartz, amethyst, smoky quartz, topaz, gar-
nets, agates, carnelians, amazonite, maybe 
even tourmalines!  

 

March Program,  3/12/2010  

Dr. Peter Modreski, USGS  

March 2010  

Where and what time is the 

meeting?  

The meeting starts at 7:30 pm at the Geology 
Building, Berthoud Hall, Room 109, 1516 Illinois 
Street, Colorado School of Mines, Golden.  Park-
ing is on the north side, a lot across 16th on the 
south side, on the street & on the south side. En-
ter the south side door on ground level. Photo is of 
the east entrance along Illinois Street. 

PRE-MEETING FIELD TRIP! 

Come to the meeting by 5:30. Meet at the park-
ing lot on the south side of Berthoud Hall. 
Donôt be late because the Library closes at 

6:00! Walk two buildings north along Illinois 
Street to the Lakes Library to see the gold in 
the vault and the Lakes paintings. If time al-
lows, we will walk on down to the CSM Geol-

ogy museum for a private back room tour.  

HTTP:/ /DENVERGEM.ORG  OR HTTP: / /WWW.DENVE RGEM.ORG  

Colorado Topaz and 

Rhodochrosite  

Cut by Bob Spomer  

Buena Vista Gem Works  
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A much relieved show chairman saw the club turn out in force to pitch together and put on a GREAT SHOW!!!  All of us received 
Ƴŀƴȅ ŎƻƳǇƭƛƳŜƴǘǎ ƻƴ Ƙƻǿ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǎƘƻǿ ǿŀǎΦ  aŜƳōŜǊǎ ŀǊǊƛǾŜŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǎƘƻǿ ŀƴŘ ŀǎƪŜŘ  άIƻǿ Ŏŀƴ L ƘŜƭǇΚΚέ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ǿƘŀǘ 
makes a show a GREAT SHOW!!!  Our attendance this year was 1885 which is about 742 less that last year. 

Some highlights of the GREAT SHOW were a small 8-year-old boy who heard his name called as a winner of the Peoples Choice 
ŘǊŀǿƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ Ǌŀƴ ŀƭƭ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ǘƘŜ ǊƻƻƳ ǎƘƻǳǘƛƴƎ άL ǿƻƴΣ L ǿƻƴΗΗΗ  !ŦǘŜǊ Ƙƛǎ ŘŀŘ Ŧƛƴŀƭƭȅ ŎŀǳƎƘǘ ǳǇ ǿƛǘƘ ƘƛƳ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Ŏƭǳō ŀǊŜŀ ƘŜ ǿas so 
ŜȄŎƛǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǇƛŎƪ ŀ ōŜŀǳǘƛŦǳƭ ǇȅǊƛǘŜ ƳƛƴŜǊŀƭ ǎǇŜŎƛƳŜƴΦ  ¢ƘŜ Řƻƴŀǘƛƻƴǎ ōȅ ƻǳǊ ŘŜŀƭŜǊǎ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ tŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ /ƘƻƛŎŜ !ǿŀǊŘ ŘǊŀǿƛƴƎǎ ǿŜǊe 
fantastic!!  In spite of the lower turnout all our dealers were very happy with their sales and definitely want to return next year. 
Thank you to all the members who put in the interesting and varied cases.  Many people who attended the show made positive 
ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘƛƴƎ ŘƛǎǇƭŀȅǎ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜȅ Ǉǳǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ tŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ /ƘƻƛŎŜ ōŀƭƭƻǘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŘ ōƻȄΦ  

{ƻƳŜ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ŘŜŀƭŜǊǎ ŀƭǎƻ ŘƻƴŀǘŜŘ Ƴŀƴȅ ƴƛŎŜ ƛǘŜƳǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ άƎǊŀō ōŀƎ ǿƛƴƴŜǊΩǎέ ŎŀǎŜΦ ²Ŝ ǎƻƭŘ сну ƎǊŀō ōŀƎǎΣ Řƻǿƴ ŀōƻǳǘ млл 
ŦǊƻƳ ƭŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊΦ   ²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ǎǘƛƭƭ ŘŜǎǇŜǊŀǘŜ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ǘƻ ōǊƛƴƎ ƛƴ ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭ ŦƻǊ ƴŜȄǘ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ƎǊŀō ōŀƎǎΦ ¢ƘŜ .ǊŜŎƘŜƛǎŜƴΩǎ ƘŀǾe con-
tinued to bag all the minerals with labels in individual bags for many years.  Dick is totally out of material and has nothing to do 
now. Any field collecting  you do this year (or cleaning of your garage or basement)  take an extra bucket and load it up with  
ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭ ŦƻǊ 5ƛŎƪΦ ¸ƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ōǊƛƴƎ ƛǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎǎΣ ǘƘŜ /ƭǳōƘƻǳǎŜΣ ǘƻ wƛŎƪ 9ǎǘŜǎ ƻǊ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƭȅ ǘƻ 5ƛŎƪΩǎ ƘƻƳŜΦ  

Donations in the box at the entrance totaled $391. These donations and the grab bag monies will go toward  our annual scholar-
ship to a student at the Colorado School of Mines.  Marty Zinn also made a very generous donation which allowed us to not 
have to increase the dealer fees this year.   

A special thanks to Beth Simmons for organizing the demonstrators and special display cases. In addition Joe Payne, Jim Dennis, 
Gideon Breithaupt, Tyler Rockley, Linda Burns, Paul Blankenheim and Stan Martens all gave many extra hours of critical help.  
And of course my wife Janie Bennett, who was with me every step of the way. We each spent 43 hours from Thursday through 
Sunday evening at the GREAT SHOW. 

Thanks again for a GREAT SHOW! Please give Joe Payne, our 2011 Show Chairman, any suggestions you may have to make the 
show more successful next year.   

 

The Show Chairman SEZ - OUR GREAT SHOW! By Roger Bennett  

Which display won the Peopleõs Choice?  
They were all GREAT! Winner will be announced the March meeting.  


